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Test 2

Exercise 7

Four pieces of text (A, B, C and D) are missing from the passage below. Without them, the passage is incorrect 
either for grammatical reasons or because it does not make sense. Indicate where in the passage each piece of text 
should be. The first one has been done for you.

A meant that travellers C not the case

B but travelling around was D the reason for this was

Why left used to be right

Over 70% of nations today drive on the right-hand side of the road. However, this was in the past. Until about three 

hundred years ago, road traffic in almost every country moved on the left, and quite simple. In those days, with no 

cars or trains to use as transport, people travelled far less. When they did, they rode on horseback, or simply walked. 

Major towns were connected by narrow roads very dangerous indeed. Being attacked while going from place to place 

was not uncommon, and it was necessary to carry a sword to protect oneself. 80% of people were right-handed and 

would therefore hold their weapon in their right hand. So, riding (or walking) on the left could defend themselves 

more effectively in an attack, as they could cover a larger area of the road with their sword.

Exercise 8

Read the text below and, for each question, choose one word for the gap. There is an example at the beginning.

Genova, here we come!

Chiara (0)  is  Italian, from Genova, but she lives in London and has a job (1) a 

scientist at a big hospital. (2)  she loves her job, and is happy in London, her work makes great 

demands (3)  her time. Whenever she can, though, she rewards (4)  with a 

trip back to Genova to see her family.

Recently, owing (5)  a cancelled meeting one Friday morning, Chiara realized she had almost 

three free days (6)  of her. She immediately booked the first flight she could find online and,  

(7)  than go home to change out of her work clothes, rushed straight to the airport. Within three 

hours, she was on (8)  the plane and, feeling relaxed, she (9)  fast asleep. 

Chiara woke up thirsty, and decided to order some tea. “I was wondering if it (10) be OK to pay 

in British pounds?” she asked. The air hostess smiled. “I’m (11)  we only accept Swiss francs,” she 
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